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Making a handsome, saleable vearling

starts well betore 60) days betore the sale.

trr Kiaren Briqm

|.'.1rI||||g_ siles: for brecders, 1I'|:!."n: the hlg;_:_u.'ﬂ cvents
i The vear. E.h'r}'lhinr_ !.m.l"n: wiwkeod trrwands coumies
down o a handiul of davs i "ia.'rq;'mh'r_ when the
prosduce of vour farm gers primpsd, polished, and presenied for
the admirarion (and mose smporantly, the bids) of the racing
athbetic

varung hswrse, I'-1.|.n|::|15 wth n.ril:li_.: |111I1.'|1ru|. it _\|_.'.cl1inF A VoAr-

community. Buvers wamt oo see a G1, healihy, shiny,
Iini:: fre fhai ]t'-inl: a4 delicate balince mdeed, and the prcpara-
i h:-_.un': ey mowths beforehamd,

Cenil Wionsd, whose absiliry o pﬂ:-,ll'w ulu._'q'rl|im.1.1! 1'4,'.1r]inl_'"-. 1%
bepemdany, has an establshed rounne for prepanng yosungsiers
which she has Ioised onver a quarter ol a cevtury, “Bavers wani
a much betrer horse now than they did 25 years ago,” she
olmerves. “Above all, they want the appoarasce of maturiy,
The '|.'q.'_'|rt|ng'.- W st have m ook like racchorses, and rl'u.':.'
have o ot like they have the mental |n.1|:'.|:'ir:r o e racchaorses,

g,

Exercise and Alchemy

Ar Waoodlands Farm Hi"l.hl:lrilh. Oinrano, the pricess
which makes VIR Tl horses from wild aned wondly “l..1L|i|t51~." [1%]
sleek, athletic stakes-winmers-in-wainng is the prosduc of egual
pans are aimd science.

“We don’t really comsader it sales prep,” Woosd savs. =Chnly
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Fromn the Hil ‘W Dabe consignment of 2006, Sis beautitully tumed-out oot by
Diigland Band-Eureka Lass (by Lucky Morhy, which eventualy soid for
£50.000. s being shown to prospective buyes in front of thisr sales bam

albsoasr hall of our {(vearlings ) go o the sales, so up uniil the last
six weeks they all ger rrearad the same. In February, we separate
the boyvs and che girls, bur they continue to live ourside, in
frclds wath run-in sheds, because [ really beleve vou can't rase
a racchawse ma stall. Mine are precey, it they're NII.IFI1! At thas
stape, nf CoLirse, thev're really 3|.1|r'_|.'. K1 WE RTATE '.tx'li_.'hlnf_ ithemi
o a week with a 1.-.'|:|HI1r-r.1p;. The hair can somenmes hide
the facr thar 3 horse Bn _|_l..|i|1-|'._|_l| 1l.|,'1_|_l.||.r as he should, s ar's
I|'II-|'I'|II'I'.'IrIE 10 use the Ill'lvl.'.

“A0 ol ours get wecoasd-cur hav, and a "-I-\nial ;ruill FTITRY
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'|'¢':|Ii\.']I i!a n:ll.']'l11.l|.1.1‘-l.'|] h‘l. o II.h.'J.I fl:n.l I'II.i“ LLi]
4,:|:r|11ph.111|:|1|: the nutmicnes thar are, and aren't, m
thar hav, based oa g lab analysas, In the winger, |
adel three ounces of odl 1o cach voungster's feed,
bur 1 stop giving thae omce the spring grass
cones i, so they don't ger diarrhea,

“We also worm the vearlings onve a month,
n.n!:|1i:|¥ thc pn:ld:ld':., and their fect are done
once a month from the age of s1x weeks, on.
Every &l davs, we pull blood, and rrear cach
horse acooeding mo rthe resuls, And we abo vag
cimare premy heavily,” savs Woosl, “The sales ane
very tough on their immunse systems, amd we
also take im0 aceount thar their lives dhange dra-
matscally from then on, boause they go stragght
mee traming - so 1 belicve they neod thar pronec
non.”

Conmrolled exercise is also an importans pan
of the process of ransforming a gangly baby
into a well-miscled racing prospect. In the final
sty wocks leading up to the sale, Wood intro-
duwes her vearlings o the Equiciser, a contrap-
mian which alkows cach homse o exerase ina 70
foot circle, safcly sandwiched berween an inner
ansl ourer fence amd slowly roraning panels, *We
work them up to abour an hour a day of walking
om the Equiciser,” she sivs,

An Eguaciser s also insarumscivtal in the coisdi-
toning of vearlings at Glenn Sikura’s Hall *X°
Dake Farm, in Awrora, Ontaro, Farm manager
Fred Stuckboss starts the farm’s yearhng consign-
mient on A contredled exerose program cach May,
“They only do Four of five mimares a day o stam,
bur we build them wp o 25 or 30 minuees
depeawling on the animal .., and by Seprember theyne going an
a fast walk, pst wo the pomt where they have o break oo 3
trot. Homcstly, s the greatest thing cver mwvented — so much
botter than @ hotwalker bocanse ther heads aren't tiod, they
have some frecdom of movement, and thore are more 1p|;r.'|,l
sertings. The oolis st bove that walking maching ... the fillics
are a lamle more finicky, bue they vome aroancd.

“Whar I'm aiming for is a homse who's musched up amd mo
ehwawing aiy ril, just shinwing good definition i the shoubders
anel the quarters, 1 ory pot b gat them TOCO fir, bocause theyl
gt to hurtimg thensches, aspecally the coles — and theyT also
e tosn mach off a hanclul ar the wale, Somctimes it a fine ling
between fit enough, and oo fir wo show, so we ry m peak
them a bircle early and then bk of i we need o i the final
coaipie of weeks,

“The Equciser s probably the mwoss impssrtant part of our
siles prop. These davs, the horses have to look the pare. They've
go o ook ke racchomses, And a fit horse qust carmics lamsclf
well, he looks comfident and bold and amractive o the buyer.”

An exercise rounne s all the more crucial i rhe weeks lead-
ing up 1o the sale becawse most consignors stan to festricr

Thomugh preparason and a spectacuiar pedigres teought iop dollars for Gall ‘Wood, who con-
signed Hip No. 34 in the 2006 CTHS Selected Yearling. The charming chestmul coft by Hoid That
Tiger, cut of the Fordy Miner mare, Britian Les. was purnchased by Winsong Fams 1or $250 000,

“The one thing | find disturbing is that | don't think you should
try to sell your horse like you were a used car salesman. All it
does is annoy the client when there's a lot of babble and hype. |
try not to insult a buyer’s intelligence. | find the best thing to do

is let the horse do the talking.” - Gail Wood

rurm-out for vearlings ar that fime. It's important to keep a
voungseer's coat from bleaching in the mid-summer sun, and
s :1'||.|.:Iig. i||1|:1|.|-|1'.1.'n.'r thar cach horse learms 1o deal with cone
fircmemt i a seall, and being hamdled by, Ar Hl *N° Dale,
the yearlings are memed our only weder the light of the moon;
fillies as a growp, and the rough-and-rumble coles, in asdividaal
paddocks, Mightrime mirmow is also the rule ar Woosilands
Farm. =\ brng them i every maorming, amd they car their
breakfast and lunch inside, them murn them out amd they cat
thaar supper outside,” cxplaims Wiood,

Inside rimic 15 also oome o learn hose o lead I*liliitl!l‘_l.‘._ sfanel
for buyers to ofserve their conformanomn, and enjoy being
brushed amd handkad, Wioosd finds after exerase o be the per-
fecr rime to grooa and handle ber vearlings, as theyv're more
amcitive when the edge has been raken of . “We groom them
aily, lay their manes over with a wee brush, and bathe thom
mwe 4 week. IF they've gotten sunbumi, we somctimes give
them a leave-in ol condimoning treatmient, It stays m the coar
for a day — really gers filvhy with all the dir it artraces, b i
whoses womsders Tor the ooar when you rinse in our,”™

Wosdl's stadfl uses Chalisey bits on their vearlings as nooessany
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Fiill W Disdes farmm rmanasger, Fred Stockess, takes o break wilh his criw dusing the 2006 CTHS Selecied Yearing Sak

"I think the biggest mistake some of the smaller
breeders make is not putting enough emphasis on
that first impression. Mot only aren’t their horses
groomed propery, but their people are there in
jeans and workboots, their stable area isn't kept
clean, and they don't know how to show the
horse well. As a result their horses just don’t
bring the prices.” - Fred Stuckless

— sonkc colts, i particular, need the attention-geetiyg comtrol
afforded by a Chafney, whale athers do nod. Sisckles, howeever,
prefors to et cach and every :.urll.nl: used o the fecl o a
Chifney an the moamhe =We introxdsee it in the stall ac fiese, and
progress 1o esch horse wearing a Chifney when being led o the
paddock and back, bur acrually being led by the halver. Soo
thev doa’t go amyvwhere withow a Chafneyv. Bun we don't anach
the lead o the Clufisey el the bin has become second namire
them,™ he SANE,

Lakewwse, Fhll *5%" [Dalc's '|.-..'J.r|i|1l;-. are all outfiated with flas
srocl i"h.ll."i o ther frone hooves before 1I=.-:g. £ b the salke,
becawse Stsckless fids i makes for an attractive, rlulhl'n.'d pre
semraricw. Bur Wioesd ;"n_'li'r'. o shioe onlv when necessary, =17l
i Frowne shoses o il 50 boen a .Jr!. sumpeser anid the feer are
beoking a bir cracked,”™ she says, “Some horses nead i, some
don'e."”
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Show Time
'I'Iu.:nrg'll e HVER ol an i|1'||'u,'-.'-
cablke Fh.'l.‘ll;.LT-i.'q.' 15 undenaable ar a
vearling sale, neither Wonsd nor
Sockless is willing v uncderesa-
mate the importance of 3 pol-
ished, professional turnout for
sheer curly appeal.
Sl want my yearlings to be pust a
ligthe bir Fai poing into the sale,”
Stuckless says, “becanse thev're
goang 1o get sressed our ar the
sale and some of thar weight will
jusr melr off. Some of these
herses will show 40 or 50 pmes
Ictiore they i wivt el sades r'iI1F
aver those three o four days, so
it's stressful for them they
g almost dont have tyme o cait,
evem if they wanted m! You'se
i ] have thar foundarson, so
b thee mame chey 20 M the r~i|'|_|1
thew still book gpood,”
Says Wood, “I've heand poople
say that if the podigree s good
cricsigzh, vou could show up with
the hoese covered oy mud and o wondd stll feech the nghr pese
but my expenence tells me that's mot emie. Tunsout w defi-
mitcly KAt You can hove a beaunfud wormam 'r.ir|:|||.1.1_ n a
bar, and she's soilll more likely po get |1h'l\.nl up i1 she's
witll-dressed and made wp, than if she’s sitming there oosweans
with o |1|"'-I:I-.L o™

Some people, she adds, ger hung up on blemishes — the
Trircsr |-|||r|!1- and bumps voung herrses often .u.;|-.|irc in the
course af Erl.:-u.il:l:__'_ g, whech have mo offcer on their futune
soqmldness, =Let’s faoc i, no-one NEEDS a racchorse. ™ she
says, “Racchorses are a ooy produc, not a denged-can prod-
s, Mo-one watts 3 scrafched iy prodace.”

Farr Sruckless finds “the more uru'rh_'n..‘{».! praimers will overs
ook the blemishes — vhey know the difference berween that
ansld an gonesl soundness problem, They pin much moee enpha-
sis ey the s-rayvs, They'll seudy ehose filos and read whar the
vererinarman los written, so we vy vory hand oo wse vers wlio
phrase things =0 as ot 0 give 2 worse imprcsson than soces-
sarv! W don’t want o hiske anvthing — that just reflects badly
an s, But somme ot wall make cventhing sowind gloon aimd
doamn; wie ust want o TCprescit cach haarse tarly.”

Turmmour en't pest abour a F_-!In.'nmmb‘; coar, a I1|.'jr[!| tamed
mane, anad handsomely trimmied feet, however, Yoo never ger s
second chance o make & first IMPrEssang — and Sruckless
believes thar exvends to the vibe left by the hamdlers asd the
henrse"s 11|:|rlH.||u|||15m “I thank the |'||H_;|_--.1 mastake some of the
siialler brecders make = not |11|:11|1|.1 |.'|||l|.|i_.:|1 |.'||1p|1.'|'-1'- i 1l
first impression,” he says. “Mot only aren't their horses



Growth by Injection?

With the current emphasis on fast-maturing, strapping,
well-muscled vearlings i exday’s Thoroughbred inchistry, it
viduals. Sadidled with a vearling who's undersized or still ar
that awkwarnd, teenaged srage as sale time nears, one can
unsberseand the tempeation o resort to arnficial means wo
catch that youngster up with his peers. Bu the wse of growth
hormone appeals o neither Woosd nor Stuckless.,

“1 come from the cartle industry originally,” says Wood,
“and it’s used routinely to pur weight on show carde. Bur
thar’s all ir really does, and it’s not even thar effective. I'm sure
there ane people who ise it (on horses), bur vou'ne ot geoing
tor maake a big, stoast vearhng out of a poor, backward ane
with ir.*

Stuckless agrecs, =(Growth hormane usc) 5 out there, but
how much ir's used, 1 don't know, | personally would never
use rthe stuff, 1 figure it will show up, because those horses
{who've been on it) will crash after the buyer rakes them
home, and the reputation vou ger by doing thar will come
back o e voul™

Savs Wissl, =1 think if yoarre going o breed horses vou
have tm be prepared that not every one of them will necessani-
Iv be a grear yearling sale prospect. You have m be willing o
race sovme of them yourself™

grooimod propery, but their people are
there a0 joans and workboots, their stable

arca wn't kepe clen, and they don’t know
haow 1 showe the horse well. As a resulr
their horses just don't brimge the prices. We
bring s1aff up from the Staes especially
e the vearling siles, because they're pro-
fessiomals and really kisow hose po show a
hesrse. W dress evervone the sume, every-
one neat and tidy, shoes clean, shires
tucked ., the axle swept and the sealls
l:l:pr p:il.'h:d, amd we dress oarr arca with
flowers and really make an effore.

“You have to act professional o be
taken seriously.”

Being professional abo exterds 1o vour
sales pitch, s Weesd, “The one thing |
find disturbing is thar 1 don'e think vou
should try to sell yoar hesrse hike Vol Wiere
a wsed car salesman,” she savs. “All it docs
is annoy the client when there's a log of
babble and hype. 1 rry nor to insulc a
buvers inrelligence. | find the best thing
nor dhov s fet the horse do the talking.”

Stuckless notes that many of the same
farvers retum i siow Hill *X° Dale’s stock
vear after vear, “so we must be doing
samething nighe.

“We're the keading consagmor ar the CTHS sale at Woodbine
st ':,1:":.“ he sV, “lon 200K v Tl the jl‘ﬂllhl-!‘l‘iﬂl'ﬂ:‘rl‘ s
i the sale, 3 Cherokee Bun/™oble Strike colt who went for
52000068, Morable graduares of the Hill *%° Dake program
inclede Jambalava, & Bir O Gold, One for Bose, Sready
Ruckus, and Blondeinamael,

Ar the core of a successful consignment, however, is the
podigree, the x-ravs, and codoscope resules — the thiogs thar
cannot be faked. “The prop is pust the g on the cupeake,”
W says. =16 still gee to be a good cupeake,

=That sasd, the reality i that with the radiographs and the
SCOPINg, we'ne Tryving o make guarantees an an animal, and
thar’s really impossibde 1o do, You can't derermine what's in 3
horse’s soad and Feam thar way, amd thar's more impesreant than
all the other Prctar”

I’ those inrangibles which wall always make baving a year-
h'np a vhet o the dark — .:I._FII'I11"|I-I.' which MLy, OF My ot pay
off the following vear. [l
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